CLAIMS: 

Please amend claims 1 and 10 asfollows: 



1. (Currently Amended) A drainage system grate assembly for covering, 
watercourse of a drainage system, the drainage system assembly comprising: 

a frame operable to be set within the watercourse; 
a grate seated within the frame and including - 

at least one tread bar for allowing a person or vehicle tq^averse over the 
watercourse, 

at least one crossbar spanning the frame and supD^rting the tread bars, and 
a flange protruding from at least one crossbaorand 
a locking element operable to be secured to th^ffange and contact the frame in 
order to secure the grate within the frapne. 

2. (Original) The drainage system grate assembly as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein the frame includes ledges for supporting the crossbars. 

3. (Original) The drainage system grate assembly as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein the frame includes selves for engaging the locking element. 

4. (Ordinal) The drainage system grate assembly as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein each crossbar includes at least one channel for supporting the tread bars therein. 

5. (Original) The drainage system grate assembly as set forth in claim 4, 
whe^gin each crossbar includes a slot along its length of sufficient depth so as to meet 
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each channel and allow the tread bars to be secured to the crossbar by welding a bee 
along the slot. 

6. (Original) The drainage system grate assembly as set forthyfi claim 1, 
wherein each crossbar includes a slanted side adjacent the flange. 

7. (Original) The drainage system grate assembly as^et forth in claim 1, 
wherein the flange is substantially horizontal. 

8. (Original) The drainage system grate assembly as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein each crossbar includes a slanted side adjacent /substantially vertical sidewalk 

9. (Original) The drainage system efrate assembly as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein the flange includes a hole operable Receive a bolt to secure the grate to the 
locking element. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) the drainage system grate assembly as set forth 
in claim 4 9, wherein the locking element includes a substantially horizontal member 
operable to receive the bolt ^nd at least one substantially vertical member operable to 
engage the frame . 

1 1 . (Original) The drainage system grate assembly as set forth in claim 1 , 
wherein the locking element is a flat bar for spanning the frame. 

12. (Original) The drainage system grate assembly as set forth in claim 1 , 
whereij^the locking element includes a nut retainer. 
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Please add claims 21-25, as follows: 



21. (New) A drainage system grate assembly for covering a watercourse 
rainage system, the drainage system assembly comprising: 

a frame adapted to be set within a perimeter of the watercourse and/tfcluding - 
at least two upwardly oriented ledges, and 
a downwardly oriented shelf positioned below eaclr^f the ledges; 
a grate adapted to be seated within the frame, upon JJ*§ ledges, and including - 
a plurality of tread bars for allowing a per§^F» or vehicle to traverse over the 
watercourse, 

at least one crossbar spanning thyframe with each crossbar having at least 
one slanted side, chan^fels for supporting the tread bars therein, and 
a slot along its lengtfi of sufficient depth so as to meet each channel 
and allow the tj£ad bars to be secured to the crossbar by welding a 
bead alona/fhe slot, 
a substantialiynorizontal flange protruding from at least one crossbar and 
ha#ig a substantially vertical hole; and 
a locking el^ent operable to selectively engage the shelf in order to secure the 
grafe within the frame. 



22. (New) The drainage system grate assembly as set forth in claim 21, 
where}fi the locking element includes a substantially horizontal member and at least one 
substantially vertical member. 
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23. (New) The drainage system grate assembly as set forth in claim 21/ 
wherein the locking element is a flat bar oriented along a substantially horizontal plane^or 
spanning the frame. / 



24. (New) The drainage system grate assembly as set fortjrin claim 21 , 
wherein the locking element includes a nut retainer. 



25. (New) A drainage system grate assembly for coving a watercourse of 
a drainage system, the drainage system assembly comprising: 

a frame adapted to be set within a perimeter of the watercourse and including - 

at least two upwardly oriented ledges, and 

a downwardly oriented shelf positioned befow each of the ledges; 
a grate formed separately from but operable Xojfe seated within the frame, upon ; the 

ledges, and including - 

a plurality of tread bars for allowij$ a person or vehicle to traverse over the 
watercourse, 

at least one crossbar spanofng the frame with each crossbar having at least 
one slanted sideychannels for supporting the tread bars therein, and 
a slot along its^fength of sufficient depth so as to meet each channel 
and allow tne tread bars to be secured to the crossbar by welding a 
bead alcmg the slot, 
a substantia^ horizontal flange protruding from at least one crossbar and 
zing a substantially vertical hole; and 
a locking elqjtfient formed separately from but operable to selectively secure the 
gralS within the frame by engaging the shelf as a result of turning a bolt 
jnetrating the hole, the locking element including - 



a substantially horizontal membef for receiving the bolt, 

at least one substantially verbal member for engaging the shelf, and 

a nut retainer for holding ^mut into which the bolt is threaded. 



